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5:00 p.m.  
 

President Wheeler called the regular meeting of the Canton Park District Board of Commissioners to 

order at 5:00 p.m., at the Donaldson Center board room. 
 

 

A.   GENERAL FUNCTION.  

 

 A.1 Roll call was taken with Commissioners Wheeler, Walters, Stephenson, Buckley and Clark 

present. Also present were Director Johnson, Superintendent Murphy, Recreation Manager 

Moring, Office Manager Walljasper, Chief Parks and two members of the public.    
 

 A.2   Commissioner Stephenson made the motion to approve the Regular Minutes of September 18 

and the Retreat Minutes of October 12, with a second from Commissioner Walters.  Motion 
carried. 

 

 A.3 Commissioner Walters made the motion to approve the Cash Disbursements with a second 
from Commissioner Buckley.  Roll call vote was taken with (5) ayes for the record.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 A.4 Commissioner Clark made the motion to approve the Financial Statements with a second 
from Commissioner Stephenson.  Roll call vote was taken with (5) ayes for the record.  

Motion carried. 

 
 A.5 Brad Clark of 745 North 10th Avenue Canton, IL and Don Bugos of 140 North Park Drive 

Canton, IL were present to and asked if a decision had been made on the re-dedication of the 

obelisk at the Veteran’s Memorial at Lakeland Park.  President Wheeler explained that it was 

on the agenda for the meeting and it would be discussed.  Brad asked why a veteran was 
charged to $100.00 for a brick and asked if he would be notified of the decision of the board. 

Director Johnson said that he would be notified.     

 

I.   Airport.    

  

E.   Director Johnson will attend the annual Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) meeting 
in Springfield on Tuesday October 17, 2017 at the Division of Aeronautics.   

 

F.   The Airport Committee met on Thursday October 12th they discussed airport operations.   

 
G.   Director Johnson was called to Ingersoll Airport about 11:30 p.m. on Thursday October 12, 

2017 about a helicopter incident.  The incident was with a OSF Life Flight helicopter that had 

suffered a hard landing during a training exercise. The runway was shut down until the 
helicopter was removed from the runway about 4:30 p.m. on Friday October 13, 2017.   

 

II.   Parks.   
 

 C.   Director Johnson reported that deadline to submit a grant application for ITEP Grant cycle is 

December 1, 2017. Commissioners discussed the possibility of using the grant money to 

purchase all or part of the BNSF railway. Director Johnson will check with the other agencies 
that had shown some interest in the project in 2013 to see if any interest and financial support 

is available.   
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 G.   Recreation Manager Moring gave a report on the Taste of Canton that was held on Saturday 

September 30, 2017 at Big Creek Park.  Approximately 2,500 people were in attendance for 

the event.  The committee for the event is looking at changing the hours for next year to have 
it end at 4:00 p.m. instead of 5:00 p.m.  No complaints were received about the event.   

 

 H.     The current farm lease will expire February 28, 2018. Director Johnson will offer a one year 
extension to the current farmer, Rye Randolph. If Mr. Randolph does not accept the extension 

Director Johnson will notify him prior to November 1, 2017 with the districts intent to rebid 

the lease and prepare bid documents for a new three year lease agreement.  
 

 J.   Commissioners discussed the request for the re-dedication of the obelisk at the Veteran’s 

Memorial at Lakeland Park. Director Johnson will send a letter to Mr. Brad Clark about the 

discussion of the board.    
 

III.   Recreation.   

 
 B.   Commissioner Buckley made the motion to appoint delegates for the State Convention as 

follows: President Wheeler as the delegate, Vice-President Walters as first alternate and 

Director Johnson as second alternate with a second from Commissioner Stephenson.  Motion 
carried.  

 

 C.  The 32nd Annual Spook Trial will be held at Lakeland Park on Tuesday October 17, 2017.  

 

 IV.     Executive Session:  

 

 A.      Commissioner Stephenson made the motion to enter into executive session to discuss 
     Personnel in accordance with the Illinois Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 § (c)(1) at  

     5:58 p.m., with a second from Commissioner Clark.  Roll call vote was taken with (5) ayes  

     for the record. Motion carried.   

 
    With no further discussion or action Commissioner Walters made the motion to adjourn 

    from executive session about personnel 5 ILCS 120/2 § (c)(1) at 6:07 p.m., with a second  

   from Commissioner Stephenson.  Roll call vote was taken with (5) ayes for the record.  
   Motion carried.   

 

  President Wheeler accepted the resignation submitted by Dr. William Buckley affect at 11:59 
              p.m. on Monday October 16, 2017. The Commissioners thanked Dr. Buckley for his years of  

              service and for the dedication that he has shown over the past 16 years that he has served the 

     Canton Park District.      

 
     With there being no further discussion Commissioner Buckley made the motion to adjourn, with 

a second from Commissioner Walters.  Motion carried.    

 
Respectfully submitted for: 
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